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three-week Lincoln Contor Festival
on Tuesday night ut the New York
State Theater, is o contempirary
work by Duteh composer Louis An:
driessen, The libratto consists of let-
ters to Vermeer from three wom'-
en—his wife, motherin-lnw and u
model—when the painter traveled
from Dalff to the Hague in 16
il anlly happened but the
are fiction, invented by Giree
naway to show the harmonious
home lifo that Vermeer depicted in
his painting men playing the
lute, writing with quill pens, pouring
milk or striking pensive poses.

Varmeor ian't in the opers, and all
solo amd chorus parts are taken by
women,

Andriessen's music is by turns
melanchaly and cheery, Sometimes
it sounds batoque, other times syn-
copated. There are many orchestral
inleilml»»\ with lats of movernent

Ominous electronic music by Mi.
chel van tler Aa heralds \L\A'X‘AI' Toaed
moments in Dutch histe 2
plained in big letters on the b

ull. Fiest (hr tulip market

! image, things get
really dramatio s 7,000 galloms of
water deluge the stage to symbolize
Holland breaching ita dikes to fend
off a French inviision
Mary Campbell, Associaled Press

Oriando ‘Maraca’ Valle and Otra
Vision at Grant Park

When the lied o Cuban
sprang open for
ns a fow years
velnxed travel ro.
strictions and an increase in the
number of available recordings by
it wis only natural
that volumes of musical history
would come pouring out, There were
decares worth of sounds to hepr

Now, a5 the nostaligic shadow of
the Buena Vista Social C(lub narrows
a biy, contemporary hande are begin.
ning to make their mark here. Judg-
inyg by 33-venr-old flutist Orlando
araca’' Valle's 12:piece Otra Vi-
sion, which launched the city's free
SummerDance program in Crrant
Park on Thursclay, people are going
10 h to readjust their expecta-
tions of things Afro-Cuban.

ell-versed in tradition as the
group proved itself'to be in knocking
ot denzons; chu-tkas and gunjiv
Maraca and compiny were not
ahoutito allow time-honored forms

Flutist Orlando “‘Maraca" Valle (center, holding flute) and his band

opened the SummerDance series at Grant Park on Thursday,

to diminish the youthiful sock and
sassiness of their attacks Otea Vi-
slon’l 1998 slbum, “Sonddo,” fea-
tured Buena Vistans Compay Se-
gundo and Barbarito Torres; Its new
one, “Descarga Taotal,” the title of
which promises the ultimate jax,

melts the need for such a support
systom with its electrical currents:
The SummerDance series, pre-
sented ench Thussday, Fridmy and
Saturday night and Sunday aft
noon, offers free danee lessons 90
minutes before the performance.
When the band goes on, dancers can
cantinue to work on their moves or
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just listen from one of the cozy spots
i the Bpirit of Music Garden, just
off Michigan Avenue hetween Harri-

R
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Had Otya Vision not been per-
forming for dancers, it prabably
would huye liberated itself from the
grooves more and pushed into edgier
territory. That much was elear from
the glistening dissonance e hop-
scotch figures that informed one aolo
by pianiit Trving Ferreyro and the
pent-up dynamism of the-lesder'
playing.

Eschewing fhe mellifluous lines
with which most flutists butter their
sound, in and out of vharanga tradi-
tion, Maraea fortified his solos with
taut, phases and tightly packed,
streaming notes that correspondad
fiva pianist's block chords nnd clus-
tors. He obviously leamed his le
sons well From the great Chuchio
Valdes, with whom he played for six
vears in Irakere,

At its most exuberant, the band
had voealists Wilredo Campa'and
Rolando Morsjon pour ot words
with the breathless urgeney of rap
pers. At their gutsiestyithe Cubang
rodinted the heat of o prime tine
soul band withiits swirling and high-
riding howms.

Even veining itself in, the band!
left nothing on the bandstand,
Youthwas served —in spades.

Lioyd Sachs; entertainment critic





