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“We saved one of the most incredible
bands in the world for the final act here
at the Gastown Jazz event,” announced
Coastal Jazz and Blues Society commu-
nications director John Orysik late on
Sunday afternoon, before revealing at
last the identity of what had been
biiled as the "Mystery Superband"”. His
words did not prove hyperbslic. Flutist
Orlando “Maraca” Valle and his 12-
piece ensemble Otra Vision treated the
crowd to a spectacular performance of
1w music from Cuba.

The vongs and tunes—all of them

original compositions by Maraca—were
rooted in traditional Cuban rhythms but
delivered with the verve of a hard-bop
outfit. The tone was set by the opening
son number, “Descarga Total”, which, in
the spirit of a descarga jam session,
featured brief solos by several of Otra
Vision's members. Maraca himself
played with ferocious drive, yet the
notes and phrases that poured out of
his instrument like a torrent were all
perfectly formulated. Nothing sounded
rushed or forced.

Maraca was not the only musician to
shine: pianist Irving Ferreyro pounded
the keys as if he was another member
of the percussion section, vocalists
Wilfredo Campa and Rolando Morején
sang with superb clarity and articula-
tion, and 21-year-old conguero Yorvanis
Duran took a great extended solo while
his.colleagues nipped back into the
tent for refreshments. After 60 minutes
of sustained attack; Maraca and his
young band finished with a fierce-paced
pildn, leaving the crowd howling in dis-
belief at their incandescent energy.
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